Mutual Agreement for Technical Assistance

Between ______________Township and

Trumbull Soil and Water Conservation District

FOREWORD

Recognizing the need for effective relationships in carrying out their mandated responsibilities, the Township and the District accept this agreement as the document, which describes the process for exchange. Cooperation between these two units of government facilitates solutions to problems encountered by the Township as it plans for the development and conservation of its environment. In making technical assistance and expertise available to the Township, the District hopes to influence local planning and regulatory capability toward better conservation of soil and water resources. The Ohio Revised Code, Ch 1515, describes the District’s authority for engaging in this mutual agreement.

SERVICE HISTORY

___________Township has a history as a District cooperator and supporter of District programs. This mutual agreement recognizes that the Township has needs for services not currently provided by a formal agreement.

DISTRICT’S ROLE

1. Provide technical services on request, including:

a. Evaluation of sensitive areas such as streams, floodplains, soils, slopes, wetlands, watersheds and woodlands.

b. Slope erosion control, small drainage systems and wildlife habitat enhancements.

c. Provide information for landowners about managing their land or water resources.

d. Assist with development of programs and practices that address USEPA Phase II permitting obligations, including but not limited to: construction site runoff control, public education/outreach and public involvement. 
2. Administration of the Township’s Zoning Regulations pertaining to Erosion and Sediment Control 

a. Review of development plans of residential, recreation, general gradings and commercial construction, for compliance with, and universal application of the Township’s Zoning Regulations. 

b. Bi-weekly inspection of subdivisions, commercial development, and individual home lots for implementation and maintenance of approved plans for erosion and sediment control.

c. Report to Township Zoning of non-compliant sites; presentation of District records for Township Trustees or legal counsel.

3. Advise on planning issues, including:

a. Local legislation to promote universal application of best management practices at construction sites, sound storm water management and protection of sensitive natural areas.

b. Site assistance for wetland, stream mitigation and other environmental projects.

c. Access to state and regional environmental programs, training forums and supporting grants, including the services of the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service and Ohio Department of Natural Resources.

4. Provide training and educational materials for local officials including:

a. Presentations on local land-use issues.

b. Seminars on resource management and land-use planning.

c. Best management specifications; model ordinances; training tapes and public brochures.

TOWNSHIP’S ROLE

1. Recognize the environmental and economic functions of open spaces such as wetlands, stream corridors, ravines, woodlands and open fields as worthy of Township protection.

2. Utilize technical services including reviews, evaluations, inspections, or designs for sites, or sensitive natural areas of concern to the Township. The Township will supply the District with field surveys, proposed layouts, designs or meeting notices needed for adequate technical assistance in a timely manner.

3. Adopt, apply and enforce District recommendations when the Township deems them technically feasible and economically reasonable solutions to resource management and conservation problems. The Township recognizes that the District has no authority to enforce its recommendations. The District depends on the Township’s reliance of the District’s recommendations as reasonable and worthy of enforcement through the Township’s existing regulatory process.

4. Direct builders, developers and consultants to the District for assistance on planning, conservation and permitting problems early in the land development and planning cycle.

AGREED PROCEDURES

1. The District and The Township will meet periodically to review the effectiveness of this agreement, coordinate individual and joint progress and exchange information.

2. All services of the District and the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service are offered on a nondiscriminatory basis without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, age, marital status or handicap.

3. The Township recognizes the District’s obligation to make its reports and other written materials available to the public on request in accordance with the Ohio Public Records Act.

4. The Township will offer the District a yearly conservation appropriation to support the District’s Urban, and other, Programs.

5. This agreement may be amended or terminated at any time by mutual consent of both governments, or terminated by either party giving sixty (60) days notice in writing to the other.

In witness thereof, this Agreement executed and agreed to on the day, month and year written:

Trumbull Soil and Water                                           ________________ Township

Conservation District

By__________________________                           By________________________

Title_________________________                         Title_______________________                

Date_________________________                          Date_______________________ 

